Nasal pleomorphic adenoma with skeletal muscle differentiation: potential misdiagnosis as rhabdomyosarcoma.
Pleomorphic adenoma can show diverse lines of differentiation in the epithelial and myoepithelial elements, such as cartilage, bone, and fat. Myoid differentiation, however, has not been documented. We report an unusual case of nasal pleomorphic adenoma which shows focal skeletal muscle differentiation. The tumor was discovered only after successful radiation therapy for an undifferentiated carcinoma of the nasopharynx. Apart from being of morphological interest, the presence of cells with skeletal muscle differentiation also raises the practical issue of possible confusion with rhabdomyosarcoma in a biopsy. The distinguishing features are lack of cytological atypia and presence of a neoplastic glandular element.